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architecture:m is a growing, dynamic and creative architectural
studio whose philosophy is to delight clients by delivering innovative
and comprehensive design solutions.
design, being the cornerstone of the company’s philosophy,
is achieved by fully understanding the client’s needs, being
sympathetic to the environment and the guarantee that the most
appropriate solution is reached.
architecture:m ensures that all aspects of the design process
are meticulously and proficiently calculated. With our approach
from planning to project management, from contractor liaison to
design development, the efficient collaboration of all these factors
is crucial in ensuring that all parties involved work in collective
cohesion.

YOUR WEEKLY GUIDE TO THE BEST PROPERTY IN THE REGION

Homes

Friday, October 15, 2010

Ace of space
How a vision of a light and airy modern
home became a reality: Pages 4&5
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architecture:m has a diverse range of interests that are successfully
illustrated in our array of completed projects. Located from the heart of
Manchester to all parts of the UK, our experience ranges across many
categories, from residential to commercial, conservation to mixed use.
Our philosophy is driven by our quest for quality and creativity.
Residential - Working with people to create their own retreat, be it
new build, adaptation or re-invention
Larger Residential - Enabling developers to creatively construct
efficient and hospitable havens for a larger community
Commercial - Creating stimulating and challenging environments
for the new or existing workplace
Conservation and Ecology - Reinventing and reinvigorating our
existing environment
Leisure and Hospitality - Generating superior spaces for vocation
and recreation
Mixed Use - Producing challenging structures, to accommodate a
varied user
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Environmental protection is the priority for the conservation of our
precious natural resources and the continued health of the planet. As
architects we recognise this responsibility as a global citizen and are
continually striving to reduce the environmental impact of our projects
and the environment that we create.
The built environment: We have trained with The Green Register, and
are Code for Sustainable Homes assessors. There is choice for materials,
those that can be reused or recycled, those that can be replenished,
and those that cannot. We design to minimise the energy usage of our
buildings, both in the construction and usage of the building.
Our environment: We constantly look to minimise energy requirements,
working in a naturally ventilated space, using modern, energy efficient
equipment. Our software enables us to send our drawings by electronic
form and minimises the use of paper and toners. Our transport policy
encourages the use of cycles and public transport for attending work
wherever possible for site visits.
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We have successfully completed this contemporary extension to an
existing turn of the century cottage located in the rolling hills outside
Oldham. The project makes the most of its situation by framing
views of the spectacular landscapes surrounding the cottage, that is
in a green belt area.
The cottage had a number of ill fitting additions over its lifetime
leaving the property feeling cluttered and lacking in identity.
Our scheme has created an order within the home by replacing the
chaotic organisation of the previous additions with a single solution
that reflects its age, creates a dialogue between new and old and
clearly defines the original cottage. The new extension forms the
backdrop to the old house restoring its identity. The design opens up
the house into a much more logical, rational and fluid arrangement
of spaces with both framed and panoramic views of the surrounding
countryside.
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Station Road is a new build scheme in the rural setting of Chapeltown.
Located on the site of a former cotton mill and in close proximity to a
working railway, the brief was to provide a new family home capable
of housing and adapting to modern family living.
The envelope of the building acts as a barrier between the train
track and internal private spaces, the innovative use of design
forms courtyards within the house differentiating multiple layers of
privacy from more open space. These courtyards and barriers shield
the building creating a garden of seclusion and creating a tranquil
environment.
The site itself is a brownfield area and the design has been optimised
using the ground gradient to blend into the context by facing the
envelope with local stone. These elements of design were paramount
to the concepts of seclusion, privacy and minimal impact of the
build. The mass sits within the slope and utilises methods such as
green roofing, thermal mass and solar panels in order to regulate
environmental elements.

Lower ground floor containing bedrooms

Ground floor showing the surrounding countryside

Main Elevation

Photo of the site showing the embankment
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Our client had bought Clough Bottom coach house with planning
permission for a four bed room conversion. Unfortunately the original designers had not thought to allow standing room in the bedrooms, let alone space for a double bed.
Over a year we worked with the Planning Department to develop a
larger scheme. The site is in green belt and the proposals for above
ground extensions were rejected. We developed a scheme for four
bedrooms to be underground, divided from the main house with
a long top lit gallery space. Each bedroom is top lit with oversized
roof lights that are flush with the garden, allowing the garden to be
used as a play area for the grand children.
Having been successful at planning, we have completed the detailed
design and the client has just taken residence.

During the detailed design of the house we have

•

quirements

explored the environmental issues with going under
ground. We have been able to achieve a near per-

Spring water for all the home’s water re-

•

The underground section uses insulated

fect Passive Haus standard for this dwelling, using;

wall construction, and the surrounding

•

Ground Source Heat Pump for heating

earth maximises the insulation.

•

Whole house ventilation used in conjunction

•

•

The existing 500mm solid stonewalls

with a heat exchanger

are being rebuilt using 200mm stone,

Septic Tank for efficient waste handling

200mm insulation and lightweight block
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This new house replaces an arts and crafts house, that was tired and
inappropriate for modern living. The new house exemplifies modern
living with an abundance of open plan living for the family.
The scheme comprises of two wings, the first containing all living
and common space, where the family spend most of their time,
and the second wing, that contains the sleeping areas and garage
accommodation below. A pool house to the rear of the site helps create
a large courtyard space that forms the focal point to the home.
The house feels secluded due to the central focusing courtyard and
the well-established trees that surround the plot.

This makes for

a great living arrangement, allowing the family to make the most
of the property’s southern aspect, whether inside or out. From the
road, the house appears to be contemporary but understated. We
have created a modest elevation to form a barrier between public
and private and then accentuated the open plan and spacious feel
that you experience upon entering the home.

ground floor plan

The two red lines represent the
main lines of the house;
D

D

These two lines generate two
corridors intersecting at the
entrance

The block parallel to the Regent Road is for the bedrooms,
the second block is for the day
rooms of the house

first floor plan

The summer house is opposite
the main living room space,
and the two elements have
similar architectural design
and scale

D

D

The reflection pool and the
swimming pool divide the
garden, the area adjacent to
the bedrooms is the quite garden area, the southern area is
family area
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The original set for Prime Suspects main character home, this
apartment in the heart of Manchester has been radically altered
from its previous 1990’s aesthetics.
Developed by Wimpy homes, their design to this listed Victorian
warehouse never unlocked the potential of the building. When our
clients bought this property they were confronted with a conventional
two-bedroom layout crammed into an unconventional building.
This resulted in under use of space and light, and most importantly
disregarded the many fabulous views of the city and beyond.
After visiting the apartment and understanding the aspirations
of the client, we evaluated what was missing from the space and
began playing with ideas for light and space with the central
theme to unlock the loft space. This allowed a playful double
height mezzanine that practically doubled the apartment floor
area, and gave focus, excitement, that screamed contemporary
open plan living.
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Our clients wanted to extend their 1920’s semi-detached property in a
stylish and contemporary manner.
We proposed this modernisation with a ‘white box’ scheme that unifies
the rear elevation, allowing the white washed façade to hide many of
the disjointed extensions previously made to the house, whilst uniting
all the windows and door openings.

We replanned the ground floor,

moving the ‘ginnel’ to the edge of the house, allowing the garden and
garage to connect directly into the house, whilst incorporating a new
open-plan kitchen, living area, utility room, extended master bedroom
with en-suite and mezzanine floor at first floor level, that in turn, created
a stunning open atrium effect and virtually doubled the overall size of
the property.
Our extensive use of double-height glazing maximises the light penetrating
space, whilst the improved orientation of the new extension acquires a
much more enhanced quantity of sunlight for both the rear and side
elevations, as they benefit from the mid-day and late afternoon sun.
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A semi detached property in Chorlton, issues of layout, circulation
maximising available space needed to be addressed. The clients wanted
to connect the house with the garden, to link the kitchen with the rest
of the house, to make use of a good-sized basement and to address
the lack of privacy in the garden.
Dominating the rear of the house, the original kitchen and bathroom
wing had little relationship to the garden and the client’s attempts
to resolve these issues with the installation of decking, did little to
appease this.
Our solution was to interweave the various terraced levels so that the
kitchen was located a couple of steps lower than the dining room
and lounge, leading gently into the garden and the basement. The
installation of a roof light above the staircase leading through to the
basement, brings plenty of natural light and the generous use of glass
elsewhere permits the maximum amount of light to pierce the building
without sacrificing privacy.
Our successful intersection of space is reinforced through our proficient
use of glass and level change, allows the areas to interact seamlessly.
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An original 1930’s semi detached; this very average suburban house in
Droylsden was very generic in its original design and drew little from
its surroundings.

There was no dialogue between the house and

its garden, with the southwest elevation being almost windowless,
whilst the brickwork of the property was in very poor state of repair.
Ambitious and design-aware, our client approached us with his
vision for the property. We refined his ideas with touches of grand
aspiration. The extension to the property is predominantly white
render, the freestanding garage was rebuilt, larger, and designed in a
modern style much more in cohesion with the new, original and chic
extension, whilst also enabling us to re-orientate it towards the south
providing a generous patio area on the south-west elevation.
The original red-brick beautifully contrasts with the white render
and, when inside, it gives you the impression that you are inside an
inner-city apartment rather than on a housing estate in the middle of
Drolysden
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A single storey extension to the ground floor of this existing dwelling. The
addition was designed to cater for the evolving lifestyle demands of the
client and their young family, aiming to enable the “day to day” dynamics
of the household to function in a more efficient and enjoyable manner,
providing minimal complications for construction as well as meeting their
desire for enhanced space, garden surveillance, privacy and natural light
penetration
We achieved our aim, creating a subtle addition to the existing dwelling
that “nestled” with the existing property and its soft timber exterior,
gently flowing from the dwelling, towards the flora and fauna present
in abundance at the rear of the property. This, whilst creating a soft and
blurred boundary between the two properties, helps to reinforce the
privacy of the home.
The soft timber façade, extends past the existing perimeter of the dwelling,
facilitating storage solutions for garden equipment and recreational
accessories etc. This enables the “weak” boundary between properties
providing a secure environment for children to play and adults to relax.
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A traditional Victorian red brick home; the clients at Eastfield College wanted
to replace their single storey existing extension with a modern two-storey
version. We pushed the boundaries with a scheme comprising a combination
of glass, brick-clad timber framing, white render and cedar cladding with a
zinc roof.
The clients did not want anything that would fail to blend with the original
building and our proposal to demolish the original extension and create the
two-storey replacement gave the client’s an improved kitchen, utility and
cloak room as well as taking advantage of some fantastic views out to the
river.
Unique and complementary to the existing house, it allowed a much more
practical space, establish a dialogue with the garden and blended in with the
environment. A definite distinction between the new and old, we wanted
the extension to age naturally and appear as a building built in 2005, rather
than being a pseudo pastiche of the original building by creating fake
Victorian architecture.
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The owners of the Victorian Vicarage appointed the practice to create
a living/kitchen hub and therefore an extension was essential to form
a flexible family living space, in which the various members of the
family could do homework, watch TV, eat and gather in the one
extended room.
We proposed bringing the property up to date, enabling it to be
lived in a contemporary manner, yet respect its original features and
utilising all the spaces.
As well as creating the enlarged family living space we also refurbished
the entire property, including the design of two new en-suite
bathrooms, a stunning family bathroom and also the creation of a
stunning master bedroom suite in the attic, incorporating a study,
dressing room and en suite bathroom.
We have obtained planning permission for Phase 2, for a ground floor
extension and a refurbishment creating a new kitchen and family
area. The new spaces will enable the family to have a contemporary
open plan living, cooking and dining area, in contrast to the original
retained reception rooms of the Victorian house.
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Our clients were so fond of the rural setting in which they lived that
when it came to moving they opted for a house just two doors away
along the same row of terraces. With its breathtaking open views across
the moors to the famous local landmark Peel Tower, the couple jumped
at the chance of renovating the property in the same stunning location.
The house that had been lived in for the past 60 years by the same
family was in serious need of modernisation in order to transform into
a contemporary home fitting of the clients lifestyle. Despite similar
attributes to the client’s previous home, the new house was much
larger and the lack of modernisation over the years had left more of the
cottage’s period features. The interplay of these traditional components
with the contemporary interventions of space formed the essential
aesthetic theme to the new home.
We opted to create two nodal points throughout the property, one in the
attic that turned a redundant space into a spectacular master bedroom
and en suite, and the other in the basement that created a lively living
and entertainment space.
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These two original Grade II listed buildings were in much need of a
new freshness and vitality to modernise the properties, yet in such a
way as not to overwhelm the original workers’ cottages.
The Green is a space, characterised by the original façades, and it is
this redeeming feature that we chose to respect whilst appreciating its
sense of proportion and symmetry.
The client desired an extension that accommodated a new kitchen/
family dining area and resolve the poorly executed replacement
windows and doors to the rear of the property.
We produced a habitable space using the roof area, making use of
the high level window on the front façade, whilst bringing additional
light the new roof lights, visible only from the rear facade to avoid
disruption to the aesthetics of the remainder of the property. In turn,
creating a clean, attractive and modern extension that fuses the old
and the new, yet does not lampoon its original features.
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Originally a 1960’s uninspiring detached house, the new owner
wanted a bright and modern home to compliment the established
garden.
The scheme involved a total renovation and substantial extension to
the front and the rear. We created a stunning double height dining
room with full height glazing and balconies towards the garden.
The design maximises all the qualities of the existing structure and blends
well with the eclectic mix of architectural styles that surrounds the
property. It was important both to the client and the ourselves that the
scheme provided high quality interior and exterior spaces and to blend
the transitions between them. The clients aspirations were to achieve an
open and modern living space to take away the cramped and confusing
layout. The design now flows effortlessly through the house.
The project uses changes in levels to define spaces, reducing the need
for dividing walls. The house has been designed to make the most of
solar gain and uses solar shading where appropriate to create an inviting
interior.

long cross sections showing the double height entrance, balconies, and the summer house

original ground floor plan			

proposed ground floor plan

dining room

formal living

study

kitchen

Position of
neighbours window
sitting room

a:m

architecture:m chartered architects ltd
57 hilton street, manchester m1 2ej.
email: mail@architecturem.co.uk
tel: +44 (0)161 237 3324 fax: +44 (0)161 236 7448

255 Brooklands Road

Existing Ground Floor Plan

-

project title

drawing title

status

© architecture:m. before copying, writtem permission must be sought

a:m
1:75@A3

scale

architecture:m chartered architects ltd
57 hilton street, manchester m1 2ej.

13.06.07
MP
188
email: mail@architecturem.co.uk
date

101

tel: +44 drawn
(0)161by
237 3324 fax:
+44
job
no.(0)161 236 7448
dwg no.

255 Brooklands Road
-

project title
© rev
architecture:m. before copying, writtem permission must be sought

Proposed Ground Floor Plan

-

1:75@A3

drawing title

status

scale

13.06.07
date

MP

188

200

C

drawn by

job no.

dwg no.

rev

